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by the people here, would I am satisfied, contain a very thorough endorsement of you, General and your policy. I have the honor to remain, Very respectfully,   Your obdt.
Servant,            FRANK WHITE, Lt. Col. and Provost Marshal
From Colonel Shaffer to General Butler
PnrvATB.   EHHEPORT, Nov 16,1864
DEAB GENERAL: The election is over and the Democracy is scooped out. I have been keeping quiet since election, as I am anxious to get able to go to work at something.
I see by the papers that Smith has commenced proceedings against you for that money. I think you had better see Raymond and Greely or Bryant and explain that matter to them, as the report goes through the country and does you great injury. The fact is that should have been settled long ago, when you settled with the War Department was the time to have arranged it. You have enemies who quietly use these reports. And you must post up such men and papers as the above so that they can be prepared to explain matters, for they control to a great extent public opinion. This question is the only one that can or does hurt you.
Gov. Morton I have heard is very much opposed to you. I don't know him personally, but he told a gentleman some weeks ago that should you be mentioned in connection with a cabinet appointment, he would oppose you with all his might. He says he believes you acted dishonestly in N. 0., and I have no doubt he believes it. I know while you were there he urged your removal. I would suggest that you ask some friend to see him and arrange for him to see you, or arrange some way by which he can be undeceived, as he is a host in the west. While I appreciate your independence about these things, I still think you are entirely too careless about-these matters. Now I don't get scared at everything I hear, but this continual and eternal dropping of reports without contradiction makes an impression on the public mind.
As soon as I get my affairs arranged and get a little stronger I will come down and make you a visit.
Now please do as I suggest in this letter,
Your friend, J. W. SHAFFER